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2014 Year in Review:

Held 11 Joint NOAA/USACE/USCG Listening Sessions

 Established 147 AIS-ATON  (34 Virtual – 113 Synthetic)

Developed Interim Guidance for use of AIS-ATON

Began Development of S57 ATON & Hydrographic Survey Data 

exchange between NOAA/USACE/USCG

Completed Development of XML Light List Data Exchange with NOAA

Began Posting ATON Discrepancy Data in XML on the NAVCEN Website
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Online Feedback
504 Respondents
67% Recreational
33% Commercial

Listening Session Attendance
Primarily Commercial Mariners



“The primary objective of the USATONS is to mitigate transit risks 

to promote the safe, economic, and efficient movement of military, 

commercial, and other vessels by assisting navigators with 

determining their position, a safe course, and warning them of 

dangers and obstructions.”

United States Aids to Navigation System (USATONS) 



“The U.S. vision for e-Navigation is to establish a framework that enables the 

transfer of data between and among ships and shore facilities, and that 

integrates and transforms that data into decision and action information.”

“The ultimate goal of e-Navigation efforts in the U.S. is to use timely and 

reliable information to make the U.S. Marine Transportation System operate 

better.”
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2015 Goals:

Begin S57 ATON & Hydro Data Exchange

Continue to Establish AIS-ATON

Continue to Develop NAIS delivery Capability of AIS-ASMs

Develop Web Based MSI delivery 

Continue to Develop MSI products in S57,XML, KML, etc Formats

 Deploy Next-Gen Buoy Layer Technologies

Conduct Joint Technical Demonstration on Ohio River with USACE



MSI 
via Web 
Service

Local Notice to Mariners (PDF) via USCG NAVCEN Web Page

MSI 
via NAIS

Broadcast Notice to Mariners
via VHF Radio Marine Band 
Broadcast

“The Navigation Lights on 
William P. Lane Bridge have been 
reported to be extinguished.”
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USCG Buoy Layer:

The Good:  It’s what we’ve got today!

The Bad:  Is it all bad?  Is an 80% solution Bad?

The Ugly:  Yep!  We displayed our weakness.

(duplicate buoys & blank areas)

What’s Next?

 The Official USCG Database, ATONIS as been 

expanded to include Western River ATON Data –

Software Released Jan 2015.

Western River ATON Positioning (Inland ECS) 

deployment to begin in February 2015.



Western Rivers Joint 
Capabilities Technical 
Demonstration
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